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group is in the majority.” The minority population 
(Hispanic, Black, Asian, American Indians, and Alaska 
Natives) is projected to account for 57% of the popu-
lation by 2060 (U.S. Census Bureau 2012c).

Adding to the diversity of our population are 
increasing numbers of immigrants, their migration to 
the United States and throughout the world spurred 
by the global economy. In 2013, 69% of international 
migrants lived in high-income countries (nations with an 
average per capita income of $12,616 or more, such as 
the United States and Germany) compared with 57% 
in 1990 (Conner, Cohn, and Gonzalez-Barrera 2013). 
Population mobility since the middle of the 20th cen-
tury has been characterized by unprecedented volume, 
speed, and geographical range (Collin and Lee 2003). 
At the end of 2013, 232 million people, or about 3% 
of the world’s population, lived in a country other than 
their birth country (United Nations 2013). As Zygmunt 
Bauman (2000) said, “the world is on the move” (p. 77). 

Regionally, Europe has the largest number of international migrants (about 72 million), 
followed by Asia (70.8 million) and the United States (53.1 million) (United Nations 
2013) (refer to Table 3.1).

In 2013, 19 million immigrants were naturalized U.S. 
citizens. In order to be eligible for citizenship, immigrants 
must meet requirements set by immigration laws. Eligibility 
includes age (at least 18 years of age or older) and 
residency (at least 3 or 5 years as a permanent resident), 
along with other requirements.  
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World by 
Region

74.1 231.3

Africa 9.2 12.4 18.6 8

North America 13.6 18.4 53.1 23

Latin America 
and the 
Caribbean

6.2 8.3 8.5 3.7

Asia 28.5 38.4 70.8 30.6

Europe 14.5 19.6 72.4 31.3

Oceania* 2.1 2.9 7.9 3.4

*Oceania includes Micronesia, Melanesia, Polynesia, Australia, and New Zealand.

SOURCE: United Nations 2009, 2013.

Table 3.1  Regional distribution of international migrants, 1960 versus 2013


